SATURDAY 
AUGUST 19, 1933 


Alice Paul, leader in the nation-wide Suffrage Campaign, unfurled the Suffrage Ratification Banner 
oe ~ Tennessee ratified the Woman Suffrage Amendment, August 18, 1920. 


_ Today, thirteen years later, the Woman's Party is working for the immediate passage of the Equal Rights 
_ Amendment, drafted by Alice Paul, who has planned and initiated the work for equality, nationally and inter- 


| nationally, since the winning of the vote. | | | 
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OBJECT OF THE WOMAN’S PARTY 


The object of this organization shall be 

to secure for women complete equality 

with men under the law and in all human 
relationships. 


THE LOCRETIA MOTT AMENDMENT 

“Men and women shall have Equal Rights 

throughout the United States and every 
place subject to its jurisdiction.” 


“Congress shall have power to enforce 
this article by appropriate legislation.” 


Senate Joint Resolution Number 1 
House Joint Resolution Number 1 


Introduced in the Senate March 10, 1933, 
by SBNATOR JOHN G. TOWNSEND, Delaware. 


Introduced in the House March 9, 1933, 
by REPRESENTATIVE Louis LupLOw, Indiana. 


Klizabeth Selden Rogers, N.Y. 


Mrs. Valentine Winters, Ohio 


Equal. Rights 
Our Responsibility 


(Statement given to the Press by Alice Paul on the thirteenth anniversary of the suffrage victory.) 

HIRTEEN years ago this August the National Suffrage Amendment was 
t incorporated in the National Constitution, and women the country over 

were thereby given the right to vote on equal terms with men. Now as 
we look back, after thirteen years, we see that we are very little further along 
than on that August day in 1920 when the suffrage victory was won. It is 
true that women have not been driven out of political life altogether as has 
happened to our German sisters who were enfranchised about the same time 
that we were—but women are rapidly being driven out of the economic world 


and it may not be long before they will be driven out of the political world 


also, if the present trend continues. 


This very day there has come to our Headquarters the news that all married 
women teachers whose husbands are gainfully employed are to be dismissed 


- from the school system of Atlanta. The Madison, Wisconsin, School Board 


recenty adopted a resolution “that any woman member of the teaching staff 
who marries from this date forth shall thereby automatically forfeit the 
right to a renewal of her contract.” Here in our national Capital there seems 
to be a concerted drive to put married women out of the Federal Government 
service. These are but instances of a situation that exists from coast to coast. 


And not only are the married women being steadily driven out of paid 
work and back into the field of unpaid labor, but the same thing is happening 
with the unmarried women in the higher paid Government positions. A few 
political appointments are being made, it is true—thanks to the fact that 
women are voters and must therefore be conciliated to a certain extent—but 
on the whole there seems to be a rapid ee out of women from the more 
highly paid positions. 


And now come the National Codes, with the threat that there will bi | 
established through these codes—unless women organize to prevent it—a 
lower wage scale for women than for men throughout the nation. An execu- 
tive order has just been issued, for example, signed by the President, setting 
up a minimum wage of 35 cents an hour for women and 45 cents an hour for 
men in the silk and rayon dyeing and printing industry. : 

Not only are women threatened in their economic lives by executive action, 
but the same thing is happening through legislation. Seven States, for 
example: New York, New Jersey, New Hampshire, Ohio, Connecticut, Utah 
and Illinois, have this spring enacted minimum wage laws applying to women 
and not to their male competitors, thereby putting women at a disadvantage 
in competing with men in earning a living in these states. © 


Women, however, are in a better position than in the past to meet this 


‘onslaught because today they have the weapon of the vote if they will but 


use this weapon. Women have the power to elect women to Congress, to the 
legislatures, to the city governments, to the school boards, to fight there for 
the interests of women. They have the power to write the pending Equal 


Rights Amendment into the National Constitution so that all existing dis- 


criminations against women in the laws of our country will be removed and 
all future discriminations will be prevented. They have the power to make 
themselves just as much a part of the directing force of our national life as 
men are today. 3 


Today, in spite of the vote, it is men—not women—who are deciding what 
steps our nation shall take to get out of the present terrible economic situa- 
tion. It is men—not women—who are determining our nation’s policy at the 
Economic Conference at London. Nothwithstanding the interest of women in 
disarmament, it is men—not women—who are determining our Government’s 
attitude at the Disarmament Conference at Geneva. Soon there is coming a 
conference of all the Republics of North and South America to be held at Monte- 
video, and one of the subjects on the agenda for that Conference is the rights of 
women in the Western Hemisphere. But it will be men—and not women—who 
will decide what the Conference will do about the rights of women. 

This is the situation in which women find themselves after thirteen years 
of suffrage. We must take up the fight again as resolutely as we did in the 
suffrage days and see that the political power which was won at so much 


~ cost is used not for the selfish interests of a few individuals, but to win full 


equality for women in all fields—in our own country—in the Western Hemis- 
phere and in the World. This is the goal that we have set before us and it is 
a goal that can be reached before another thirteen years has rolled by if we 
but have the necessary determination. 
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Gains Rights Since the Vote Was Won 


N this thirteenth anniversary of the 
() winning of woman suffrage in the 

United States, it is interesting to 
review some of the changes which have 
taken place in the laws of the various 
States since the passage of the Nineteenth 
Amendment. 


Although the Woman’s Party places 
greatest importance on the passage of 
an amendment to the United States Con- 
stitution, providing that “men and women 
shall have equal rights throughout the 
United States and every place subject to 
its jurisdiction,” it has actively obtained 
many specific equal rights measures in 
State legislatures. These measures are, 
as follows: 


In California: Married women were given 
equal rights with their husbands to 
will away half of the community prop- 
erty, which consists of property ac- 
quired after marriage by the industry 
of either or both of the married pair. 

Mothers were given equal rights with 


fathers in appointing guardians for — 


their children by will. 


In Colorado: The mother was given equal 
rights with the father to sue for dam- 
ages for a wrongful injury to a child. 


In Delaware: Women were given the 
right by constitutional amendment to 
hold all public offices. 

Mothers were given equal rights with 
fathers to appoint by will guardians of 
their minor children. 

Mothers were given equal rights with 
fathers to inherit real estate from de- 
ceased children. 

Widows were given the same share 


in the real estate of deceased husbands 


as widowers have in the real estate of 
deceased wives. 

Wives were given equal rights with 
husbands to reserve a limited amount 
of property which cannot be taken to 
satisfy debts. 

Mothers were given equal rights with 
fathers to inherit personal property 
from deceased children. 

Wives were made responsible for 
their civil wrongs. 

Mothers were given equal rights with 
fathers to the care and custody and the 
services and earnings of their minor 
children. 

In the District of Columbia: Married 
women were given full power to enter 
into contracts. 

Women were given the right to jury 
service. 

In Florida: Married women were made 
competent to be incorporators, stock- 
holders, and officers of corporations. 


Mothers were given equal rights with 


fathers to inherit property from their 
deceased minor children. 


Married women were given the right 
to dispose of their personal property 
without the joinder of their husbands. 


In Georgia: The mother was given equal 


rights with the father to inherit from 
a deceased child. 
Married women were expressly given 


_ the right to be appointed guardians. 


Women were given the same right as 
men to be appointed guardians for their 
collateral relatives. 


In K entucky: Mothers were given equal 


rights with fathers to the services and 
earnings of minor children and to sue 
for damages for their loss through in- 


jury to the children. 
In Louisiana: Women were given the 


right to hold all civil and political 
offices. | 

Wonien were given the right to be 
appointed administrators or executors 


on, the same terms as men. 


Women were given the right to be 
appointed as notaries public. 

Women were given the right to act as 
“witnesses assisting at public inven- 
tories.” 

Women were made “capable of all 
kinds of engagements and functions.” 

Widows were given the right to re- 
tain the guardianship of their children 
after remarriage. 

Women were given the right to be 
made guardians of children on the same 
terms as men by will of the surviving 
parent, or by appointment when the 
parent dying last leaves no will. 

Women were given the same right to 
act as guardians of their grandchildren 
as possessed by grandfathers. 

Women were given the right to an 
equal voice in the sale or mortgage of 
the family home so that the family 
home “shall not ... be validly sold or 
mortgaged except with the consent of 
both husband and wife.” 

Women were admitted to membership 
in the “family meeting,” which, in 
Louisiana, passes by law upon matters 
pertaining to the family. 

Women were given the right to serve 
on juries by statute supplementing the 
constitutional provision. 


In Maine: Women were given the right 
to jury service. 


Mothers were given equal rights with 
fathers to the care and custody, ser- 
vices, and earnings of their minor chil- 


dren. 


Married women were given the right 
to choose their own residence for the 
purposes of voting, office holding, and 


jury duty. 


In Maryland: Women were given. the 


right to hold various public offices pre- 
viously confined to men. 


Women teachers.in public schools 


were given equal rights with men 
teachers. 


Policewomen in Baltimore were given 


_ equal pay for equal work. 


Grandmothers were given equal rights 
with grandfathers to inherit from de- 
ceased relatives. 

Married women administering estates 

were put on the same footing as other 
administrators with regard to their suc- 
cessors in case the administration is 
unfinished at the time of the admin- 
istrator’s death. 
_ Married women were placed in the 
Same position as married men with re- 
gard to the rights of creditors against 
property transferred from one spouse 
to another, 

Women were given the right to serve 
as commissioners for division of the 
estates of decedents. 

Mothers were made the joint natural 
guardians with —_— of their minor 


 @hildren. 


Mothers were given equal rights with 
fathers to appoint guardians of their 
minor children by will. — 


In Massachusetts: Mothers were given 


equal rights with fathers in appointing 


_ guardians for their children by will. 
In Mississippi: Mothers were given equal 


rights with fathers to the care and cus- 


tody and to the services and earning of 
their children. 


In New Jersey: Women teachers in the 
public schools were given equal rights 
with men teachers. 


Mothers were given equal rights with 
fathers to the services and earnings of 
their minor children. 

Women were given the same right as 
men to be executors and trustees, 

Married women were given full power 


to enter into contracts. 


Wives were given an independent 
domicile for voting, office holding, and 


other purposes. 


Mothers were given equal rights with 
fathers as to appointing guardians for 
minor children by will. 

Women were given the same rights 
as men to secure dissolution of mar- 
riages for want of age. 

Married women were given their earn- 
ings for services performed for third 


_ persons, 


Mothers of illegitimate children may 
require the fathers of such children to 
contribute equally to the children’s 
support. | 


In New York: Mothers were given equal 


rights with fathers to custody of a child 
when the parents are living apart with- 
out divorce. 

Girls were given the same protection 


i 
& 
1 
+ 
¥ 
7 
2 
ad 
? 
oy 
ae 
rye 
fae 
ih 
‘ 
li 
§ 


228 


as boys with respect to capacity to 
make wills of personal estate. 

Mothers were given equal rights with 
fathers to inherit real estate from de- 
ceased children. 

Women were given the right to in- 
herit equally with men relatives in 
equal degree of kin in cases not other- 
wise provided by statute. 

Mothers were given equal rights with 
fathers in the guardianship of the real 
estate of minor children. 

Women teachers in the public schools 
were given equal pay with men teachers 
for equal work. 

Women were given the same rights 
as men to be appointed administrators 
of estates. 

Women pharmacists were given the 
right to work on the same terms as men. 

Wives were given an independent 
domicile for the purpose of voting and 
office holding. 

_ Widows were placed on the same foot- 
ing as widowers as to their interest in 
the estates of deceased consorts. 


I n Ohio: Mothers were made joint guardi- 
ans with fathers of minor children and 
given equal rights to the children’s ser- 
vices and earnings. 

Married women were given the same 

_ right to choice of a voting residence 
that married men have. : 

Mother’s consent as well as father’s 


consent to marriage of minor child was 

Inade necessary. 

Women as well as men were made of 
age at 21. 

In Pennsylvania: Married women were 
given the right to choose their own 
domicile for purposes of voting or hold- 
ing office. 

Married women were given the right 
to divorce on grounds equal to those 
of husbands. 

Women divorced for adultery were 
freed from the forfeiture of their rights 
concerning their property. 

Wives were given the same right as 
husbands to acquire settlement for poor 
relief. 

Mothers were given rights more 
nearly equal with those of fathers in 
the custody, services and earnings of 
their children. 

Mothers were given equal rights with 


fathers in appointing guardians for 


their children by will. 
Widows were given the right to ad- 
Minister the estates of their husbands 
on the same terms as widowers. 
In Puerto Rico: Women were given the 
franchise. 
In Rhode Island: Women were made eli- 
gible for jury service. 
In South Carolina: Mothers were made 
joint guardians with fathers of minor 
children. 


Equal Rights 


Wives were given the right to sue 
and be sued without the joinder of the 
husbands. | 


In Tennessee: Mothers were given equal 
rights with fathers to the guardianship 
of their minor children. _ 


Widows were placed on the same foot- 
ing as widowers as to their interest in 
the personal estate of deceased consorts, 


In Utah: Women not having the active 
care of minor children were removed 
from the class exempted from jury ser- 
vice and given the opportunity to take 
part in the TATION of justice as 
jurors. | 

In Virginia: Women were given the right 
after marriage to choose their own resi- 
dences for voting purposes. 


Women were given equal inheritance 
rights with men. 

Women were given in certain in- 
stances a claim: upon the estate of a 
deceased husband equal to the claim of 
a husband upon that of his deceased 
wife, 

Women were given the same right as 
men with regard to administration of 
estates. 

In Wisconsin: Women were given prac- 
tically all rights under the law pos- 
sessed by men, except with regard to 
industrial laws. 


Woman’s Party Asks Appointment With the President 


HE National Woman’s Party has 

been endeavoring to secure an inter- 

view with President Roosevelt to 
present to him the resolutions adopted by 
approximately 20,000 people at the service 
in memory of Mrs. Belmont, which was 
recently held in Washington. 

The resolutions call attention to the 
fact that these trying times bear particu- 
larly heavily upon women, married and 
single, who are steadily being pushed out 
of trades and professions and back into 
the field of unpaid labor. 

With a view to presenting this matter 
of greatest urgency to the President, the 
following correspondence has passed be- 
tween the Woman’s Party and The White 
House: 

June 16, 1933. 
To the President of the United States, 
The White House, 
Washington, D. C. 
My Dear Mr. President: 

On July 8th (Saturday), at 8.15 P. M., 
the National Woman’s Party is holding a 
memorial service for its late President, 
Mrs. O. H. P. Belmont, and other great 
workers who have passed away. At this 
service we shall have messages and reso- 
lutions in behalf of carrying on the work 
of women, and especially now when the 
country needs the help of every man and 
woman who can give it. As many of these 


women are working women and can only 
afford to be with us because of the week- 


end transportation rates, as well as their 
week-end holiday, it is imperative that 
they return to their homes on Sunday in 


time to return to their work on Monday. — 


We are most anxious to deliver to you in 
person the resolutions to be passed, and 


ask that you will kindly grant us an op- 


portunity to do so, at any hour convenient 
to you, on Sunday, July 9th. We would 
take but a very few minutes of your time. 
Such an act would mean much to a group 
of very earnest women, many of whom 
are your political supporters, and all of 
them your well wishers in the tremendous 

crisis in which our world finds itself, 

May we hope for a favorable reply? 

Respectfully yours, 
(Signed) Frorence Bayarp 

National Chairman. 


July 13, 1933. 
The President, | 
The White House, 
Washington, D. C. 
My Dear Mr. President: 

On June 16th I addressed you a letter 
telling you of our proposed Memorial Ser- 
vice for Mrs. O. H. P. Belmont and the 
pioneers of the suffrage movement, at 
which we were to pass resolutions ‘and 
which we proposed to present to you. 

Up to date we have received no reply 
to my letter, and this week some of our 
members have seen your secretary, who 
gave us a definite appointment for July 
20th, but when we returned to learn the 
exact hour, he tells us that you cannot 
receive us on this date. 

May I ask that you will let us know 


definitely when you can and will receive 
us? Respectfully yours, 
(Signed) Bayarp HIxes, 
National Chairman. 


THe Houses 
Washington 
July 19, 1933. 


My Dear Mrs. Hilles: 

The President asks me to acknowledge 
receipt of your letter of July 138th. 

He has indicated very definitely that he 
is directing all his energy to setting in 
motion the machinery for economic re- 
covery, and it is literally impossible to 
add to his engagements at this time. 

It has been the practice for resolutions, 
such as those proposed to be presented, to 
Ibe presented through me, and I will be 
very glad to suit your convenience as to 
time, and to convey them to the President 
at the first opportunity. 

Sincerely yours, 
(Signed) M. H. McInryrz, 
 seokedual Secretary to the President. 


Mrs. Florence Bayard Hilles, 
National Chairman, 

National Woman’s Party, 
Alva Belmont House, 
Capitol Hill, 
Washington, D. C. 


July 25, 1933. 
The President, 
The White House, 
Washington. 
Dear Mr, President: 
We are once more venturing a request 
for an interview with oom to present our 


4 
2 
ig? 
i ia 
a of 
3) 
4 
4 
¥ 
¥ 
t 
4 
x 
ae 
4. 
Re 
4 
> 
4 
Ye 
A 
a 
% 
Mee 
q 
% 


August 19, 1933 


resolution passed on July 8th at the Bel- 
mont Memorial Service. This resolution 
was passed at a large mass meeting where 
fully twenty thousand persons acclaimed 
it, and as I was commissioned to present 
it to you in the words of the resolution, 
I feel it encumbent upon me as Chairman 
to leave no effort unturned to carry out 
this edict—especially at this time when 
the economic security of women is in 
such peril and when under recent execu- 


over is one incentive more, or one 

pretext more, to drive women out of 
business and professional life and to re- 
strict. them to home work or to low-class, 
untrained and badly paid work. Dis- 
crimination against women’s work begins 
always where influential and well paid, 
as well as interesting and important, work 
is being done. 

It would not matter so much whether 
men try to oust women from their posi- 
tions, if women were united in support- 
ing the claims of their own sex. But they 
are not. All too many women are still 
inclined to believe that alleviation of the 
present economic crisis might come if one- 
half of mankind would consent to do un- 
paid, unskilled, and unorganized labor. 
We women who know better must fight 
this mistaken ideology. We must fight 


T HE economic crisis all the world 


it, on the broadest lines, wherever we meet . 


A Changed 


CG" OUR county commissioners tele- 


graphed me to vote against 


your bill, but I never disap- 
point the women back home, so you may 
count on my support.” While I was thus 
assured by a State senator last winter, I 
was standing in the same senate chamber 
in which I had watched the ratification 
of the woman suffrage amendment de- 
feated thirteen years ago. As I thanked 
this legislator, I wondered if his speech 
would have softened the humiliation of 
that earlier moment had I then been 
granted insight into the future. 

Thirteen years ago when the vote was 
won, there was not one vote in the Mary- 
land Senate for the ratification of woman 
suffrage and only three votes in the House, 
and those valiant men were promptly ex- 
cluded from any committee and literally 
put out of public life. The fact that Mary- 
land women were given the franchise by 
men of other States has seemingly been 
forgotten by the politicians and by all 
but a few of the older workers in the 
State, although the skeleton does some- 
times escape from the closet to the great 
embarrassment of some of those legisla- 
tors who never care to explain, but. just 
perspire and apologize. 


tive order in establishing a code for one 
trade, wages for women are made less 
than for men, though the performance of 
the duty is the same. 

Mr. President, we realize the heavy task 
that: you carry, but we feel sincerely that 
the point of view which we wish to present 
to you is equally important at this crisis 
with any other point of view that has 
already been presented. May we, there- 
fore, hope that you will grant us an 


By Dr. Marianne Beth of Vienna, Vice- 

President of the International Federation 

of Business and Professional. Women; 

President of the Austrian Soroptimist 

Club; and Member of the International 

Advisory Council of the National 
Woman's Party 


it. And we are obliged to state our point 
without any ambiguity. There is no time 
to wait now for better opportunities, be- 
cause the tide is against us; and if we 


are now defeated and driven back, we may 


be defeated for a very long time. We 
know what suffering this going back 
would bring to women, children and also 
men. We know that civilization is now 
threatened as it never was before and that 
only the intelligent assertion of a Femi- 
nist stand may save it. 


_ Still, I am in no way disheartened, for , 


Attitude State 


By Elizabeth C. Forbes, 


Chairman of the Harford County (Mary- 
land) Branch, National Woman's Party 


After the vote was won, timidly, uncer- 
tainly, women of the counties and towns 
began to take part in the activities of the 
political parties and to have decided opin- 
ions about various public questions. 


In the days before our enfranchisement 
the men held important sidewalk confer- 
ences around the polling places on elec- 
tion day while the countrywomen would 
sit in their buggies or shop. Last autumn 
I was impressed by the groups of women 
on their way to or from the polls, their 
faces eager and alive, discussing the mer- 
its of their respective candidates with as 
much fervor as the men of their families 
ever did. The winning of the vote—the 
little step we have taken on the path of 
equality—has given to most women, it 
seems to me, a greater dignity and 
thoughtfulness. 

_ Nor can we ignore the gcdhaas aspects 
of our enfranchisement. I look back 


over work with the past sessions of our 
State legislature, when we have been try- 
ing to modify old laws or to pass new 
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audience? We would not consume more 
than ten minutes of your time and to- 


- gether with thousands of women who 


must work for their living, would be 
deeply grateful to you. | 
Respectfully yours, 
(Signed) FLORENCE Bayarp 
National Chairman. 


No reply has as yet been received in 
answer to this letter. 


Women Fight With Their Backs to the Wall 


up to the present time whenever women 


have earnestly wanted a thing to be done, 


they have brought it about despite all 
obstacles. When in my country, Austria, 
one of the provinces to discharge 
members of its teaching staff, in order to 
make necessary economies, people thought 
at first that it would be best to discharge 
married women. A few women, however, 
fought that measure, and they succeeded 
in spite of the hardships our country is 
suffering. The bill as it was finally 
enacted contained no _ discriminations 


_ against married women. Why? Because 


women had shown that they did not want 
it to. 


Women’s future rests today with wom- 
en. There is a tremendous responsibility 
laid upon the shoulders of our generation. 
But this responsibility being so tremend- 
ous we cannot help living up to it, 


Legislatures 


ones, and it seems to me that the legislator 
today is showing an awareness of wom- 
en’s opinions, which is comparable to the 
respect usually given to the hind legs of 


a mule! 


One very apt illustration of this was 
given on an occasion when we were trying 
to have a bill reported out of that morgue 
—the Senate Judiciary. The chairman of 
this committee was especially obdurate, 
saying that it was too late in the session to 
take the matter up. After a few women 
back home had been communicated with, 
he became a changed man over night. He 


met us in the morning, saying, “You win. 


You will get a favorable report today. 
Suppose you call everybody off.” Even 
so there is a long way to go to turn 
this rere into positive gains for 
women. 

Our daughters are now carrying on our 
work for equality. They do not realize 
that they are Feminists when they demand 
and expect equality, which is as it should 
be. Our generation and theirs must re- 
solve that this new and greater fight we 
are engaged in—the winning of legal and 
economic equality — will be won more 
speedily than was the fight for our politi- 
cal freedom. | 
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Equal Rights 


The Married Woman's Fight in England and Australia 


| ORD comes from England that 17 
Wy women’s organizations are taking 
joint action against the attack on 
the right of the married woman to work. 
Under the leadership of Mrs. Pethick- 
Lawrence of the Woman’s Freedom 
League and Betty Archdale of the Six 
Point Group they are planning a mam- 
moth public meeting at Queen’s Hall in 
the early fall. In their letter to the or- 
ganizations the committee says in part: 

. The question of the attack on 
Married women is a very serious one. 
The action of the Council of Liverpool, the 
resolution on the agenda of the annual 
meeting of the Association of British 


Chambers of Commerce, the circulation by © 


Bradford Employment Committee of a 
similar resolution to all employment com- 
mittees, and the reported speeches of the 
Rotary meeting are only signs of a very 
firmly rooted popular idea that married 
women should not engage in paid work. 
“Tt is noticeable that the press always 
gives space to this point of view. No 
paper reported that the Association of 
British Chambers of Commerce rejected 
the resolution recommending the dismis- 
sal of married women. Very little propa- 


The Immediate Inheritors 


HIS is intended for the voice of 
yout and the immediate inheritors. 

Thirteen years ago, when the Suf- 
fragettes were picketing the White House 
and declining President Wilson’s hot 
chocolate, I was in the primary grades 
and discovering Mr. William Shakespeare. 
So I seem to fit very decidedly into the 
first generation—which I choose to call 
immediate inheritors—who are enjoying 


the privileges won by the Suffragette 


movement. 

If immediate inheritors are usually 
accused of being a languid and unenthusi- 
astic race of people, it must be remem- 
bered that the echoes of the cannon’s roar 
do not resound in their ears nor does the 
smell of the smoke of battle return to 
their nostrils. The vote, to them, is some- 
thing they have always possessed, and 
consequently does not represent the goal 
and end of the universe. The excitement 
of the fight has not entered into their 
blood. They have the vote. A golden age 
of prosperity happened to dawn, came to 
high-noon, and reached sunset in their 
impressionable years, so that this privi- 
lege of the vote seemed all that was neces- 
sary as a capstone to the equality of 
women and the gaining of their rights. 
But depression has come along now, and 
revealed the gaps and the holes in this 
fabric of equality, with discriminatory 
legislation in every field of economics. 

During the Suffragette fight, up through 


ganda has been done on behalf of married 
women,” 

The participating organizations are: 
The British Federation of University 


Women, the National Women Citizens’ 


Association, the Open Door Council, the 


Six Point Group, the Women’s Freedom 


League, the Association of Assistant Mis- 
tresses in Secondary Schools, the West 
Bromwich Equal Citizenship Society, the 
Barnsley Open Door Council, ‘the Na- 
tional Council for Equal Citizenship, the 
British Commonwealth League, St. Joan’s 
Social and Political Alliance, the Associa- 
tion for Moral and Social Hygiene, the 
National Council of Women, the Fabian 
Society, the National Association of 
Women Civil Servants, the National 
Union of Women Teachers and the Ac- 
tresses’ Franchise League. 


From Sidney, Australia, comes the 
news that the United Associations have 
addressed a letter to the Premier protest- 
ing against the attitude of the Govern- 
ment toward the employment of the mar- 
woman: 


. The of | 


panes as we understand it is not to employ 
in the Government service married women 


By “Anyda Marchant, M. A., 
Chairman of the District of Columbia 
Branch of the Authors’ Council of the 

National Woman's Party 


the nineteenth century, there was a good 
deal of comment—and a good deal of 
humor—on the question as to whether a 
woman had a mind—that is, a mind cap- 
able of dealing nationally with the ab- 
stract notions of an intellectual and scien- 


still on, although in this country the prac- 
tical answer in the shape of the vote has 
been granted for thirteen years, The cur- 
rent distinction seems to be based on the 
notion that, yes, women have minds, but 
they work differently from men’s; which 
brings the substance of the argument back 
to the same state it was in at first. The 
answer probably rests only with time. 
For the only fashion in which mankind in 
general could prove the innate capacities 
of the race was by providing opportuni- 
ties for the mass and compulsory educa- 
tion that could give them a chance to 
demonstrate their abilities. So it is with 
women now. A social, economic, political 
freedom that will enable them to make 
the most of what capacities they have is 
the only way in which to prove our Vic- 
torian objectors right or wrong. 

This is what lies ahead of the immediate 
inheritors. The political field, in all Eng- 


who have adequate means of support other 
than their Government pay. If this prin- 
ciple is to be adopted, we submit in fair- 
ness that it should be applied to men and 
women. Many men in the Government 
employ have a private income, and their 
wives have a private income, this income 
aggregating a total which is deemed by 
the Government sufficient to keep a 
family. Married women workers whose 
husbands’ incomes reach this total are 


dismissed. 


“We protest against this discrimination 
against the women workers, and we call 
upon the Government to treat its men and 
women electors with equal justice. We 
maintain that if married women workers 
have to submit to an investigation of their 
families’ financial affairs, married men 
workers should be required to submit 


their affairs to the same investigation; 


and that if married women are to be dis- 
missed because the family income reaches 
some arbitrary figure fixed by the Govern- 
ment, married men should be dismissed 
if the family income reaches the same 
If ... the Government sees 
fit to set a limit to family incomes, we 
request that men and women be treated 
alike in this respect.” 


lish-speaking countries and certainly in 
the United States, has been won by the 
fight this thirteenth anniversary com- 
memorates. The economic field is hang- 
ing in the balance, and the social field in 
an unknown quantity, in spite of the 
forms of freedom so widely practiced and 
so widely lamented by the sexagenarians 
(it is interesting to note that not so many 
septua and octogenarians seem much 


_ bothered over the phenomenon, perhaps 
tific education. The debate, I believe, is — 


because they have at last reached the age 
of reason). 


Anniversaries, in spite of the sentiment- 
alism they foster, have one good feature 
and that is that sometimes they stir the 
action of a few brain-cells, through the 


‘stimulation of memory, to an intellectual 


curiosity about the future. Thus, thir- 
teen years ago the vote for the women of 
the United States was won: a great vic- 
tory, for now millions of women could 
help to put John Doe into office instead 
of Richard Roe and complain about him 
for the length of his term in office. This 
is an inalienable right, at least in the 
eyes of all peoples who are imbued with 
ideas of popular government. That was 


the job of the past. The job of the future 


is properly i in the hands of the immediate 
inheritors, who are in the enviable posi- 
tion of having had one of the most power- 
ful of weapons put in their hands in the 
place of a rattle. , 
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plete equality of opportunity, women 
have little time to contemplate past 
accomplishment, but ‘occasionally it is 
worth while to take our bearings and to 
encourage ourselves a little by noticing 
the changes that have taken place. Some 
of the most important of these changes are 
psychological. Women have become less 
self-conscious about taking part in the 
great work of the world and men have 
ceased to be surprised at finding women 
beside them in high places. It-is not long 
since a woman on the judicial bench was 
considered so queer that people meeting 
her seemed to wonder if she ought not to 
be put in a cage like a hyena. But now 
we have lost count of the feminine judges. 
It was more startling news that the first 
woman had been given a post as secre- 
tary of a legation in 1922 than that Mrs. 
Owen had been made Minister to Den- 
mark in 1933. Mrs. Willebrandt as an 
Assistant Attorney General was more of 
a sensation than Miss Perkins as Secre- 
tary of Labor. It seems just the other 
day that the goal of having a woman in 
the Cabinet appeared as remote as having 
one in the Presidency. 
As late as 1925, women admitted to the 


; the march of progress toward com- 


Forward March! EETING at 


the home of 


Mrs. William Kent, 
Northern California 
July 11, 1938. 


members of the Na- 
tional Woman’s 
Party took stock and lamented that wom- 
en hadn’t got anywhere in politics, world 
affairs, business or the professions. 

In Germany Hitler has ordered women 
back to the three K’s—kirche, kuchen 
und kinder—while in Italy Mussolini is 
almost as unfriendly to the aspirations 
of the Feminist. And even in America 
the depression has revived discrimination 
against women in fields that they had 
partially conquered, while in government 
the few women in office are either picked 


Wins Success as Auctioneer 
AVING qualified as the first English 
woman auctioneer of pedigreed 
sheep, Maud Coltman of Hanover Square, 
London, has lately appeared at Reading 
Cattle Market as an auctioneer of pedi- 
greed cattle. As a pioneer, Miss Coltman 
says she met with opposition, but her own 
experience in this work has convinced 
her that there is an opening in it for 
women.’ Those who have lived on farms 
and have some knowledge of stock-raising 


Thirteen Years 


By Rebekah Greathouse, 


Assistant United States Attorney for the 


District of Columbia, and Chairman of 
the Lawyers’ Council of the National 
Woman's Party 


practice of law were listed separately and 
given special headlines. It was a distinct 
advance when that custom ended, because 


ATTEND THE BIENNIAL! 


Readers of EQUAL RIGHTS are re- 
minded again that the Biennial Conven- 
tion of the Woman’s Party takes place 
Saturday and Sunday, November 4 and 5, 
at the DuPont Hotel in Wilmington, Dela- 
ware. The week-end was chosen to take 
advantage of reduced railroad fares. 
Every member of the Party is urged to 
attend. 


for a long time, the greatest obstacle met 
by women at the bar has been a feeling 
among their possible clients that they 
might be freaks. As far back as the time 
of Belva Lockwood, they have been re- 
spected by the judges and by their 
“learned adversaries.” 

Another phase of this change is in the 


Press Comment 


by men or are the widows of popular 
politicians. Altogether the hopes that 
preceded adoption of the Nineteenth 
Amendment—that love, faith and com- 
mon sense as personified by women, 
would carry the day—are farther from 
fulfillment than ever. 


Being good fighters, the women at 
Kentfield resolved to carry on and saw 
the future as full of promise. 
take comfort in the thought that they are 
not the only group who lived in a fool’s 
paradise in the days before the war. The 
race moves forward more slowly than we 


realized. Many have even doubted that 


it moves forward at all. But most of us 
are sure that it does. And the effort to 


Feminist Notes 


are, in her opinion, better fitted for this 
work than those who lack such training. 


Woman Leads Arctic Expedition 
NDBHR the leadership of Louise A. 
Boyd of San Francisco, a party of 
American and British scientists recently 


-Jeft London for Aalesund, Norway, to 


board the Veleskari, a 200-ton ship which 
is to bear them to the Far North. This 
is the fourth Arctic expedition to be con- 
ducted by Miss Boyd, who will be respon- 


‘She Did Not 


They can 
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attitude of men who happen to be sub- 
ordinates of women in government and 
business. Thirteen years ago there were 
men who would resign from their posi- 
tions rather than be guided by women and 
almost all men considered it humiliating 
to have a feminine superior. Now many 
men are proud to work for an outstand- 
ing woman, whether on a newspaper, in 
a government office or wherever she might 
be. The importance of this change can- 
not be over-estimated. 

Of course the change directly accom- 
plished by the suffrage amendment was in 
the reception by legislators of suggestions 
made by women. They immediately began 
to give such suggestions serious attention 
and to act upon them. Many attempts to 
mould legislation have failed but nearly — 
always the failure has been because too 
few women have asked for the change or 
because other women have exerted oppo- 
site influence. | 

These psychological advances are some- 
thing that we can all further by steering 
a middle course between acquiescence in 
the status quo and gloating over improve- 
ments. And above all is it important to 
look backward only once a year and the 
rest of the time, to keep looking forward. 


shove it along is still more fun than any- 
thing else for those who can rise to a 
challenge even after they have taken it on 
the chin. | 


oLUMBIA, 8S. C., 

Get the Job July 27. A 

Spartanburg wom- 

an, recently applied 

July 30, 1983. for a job on the 


State Highway Pa- 
trol. She said she 
was willing to accept a lower salary than 
that paid to men patrolmen. But the 
novelty of having a woman highway pa- 
trolman did not appeal to State Highway 
Department officials and she did not get 
the job. 


sible for the safety of the party as well 
as for the success of the extensive photo- 
graphic work which it hopes to under- 
take. In addition to exploring the fiord 
sections of Arctic coastlands, where no 
soundings have yet been taken, the ex- 
pedition will make undersea investiga- 
tions that will doubtless be of great value 
to science. The equipment includes a 
powerful wireless apparatus and an echo 
sounder which records the contours of the 
ocean bed. 
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In Memoriam 

EMBERS of the National Woman’s 

Party learn with deep regret of the 
death of Helen T. Miller of Denver, 
Colorado. Mrs. Miller was one of the 
Founders of the Woman’s Party and has 
been a member since 1921, the year the 
Woman’s Party reorganized to work for 
Equal Rights for women in all fields. Her 
support has been constant. 


DA M. TEMPLETON Los 


California, has been appointed chair- 
man of the National’ Women’s Committee 
of the American Institute of -Banking. 
The appointment was.made at the annual 


conference of the Institute recently held 


in Chicago. Mrs. Templeton is the safe 
deposit supervisor of the Citizens’ Na- 
tional Trust and Savings Bank of Los 
Angeles and is a native of England. 


Ceylon’s First Woman Lawyer 


INETHEN-YEAR-OLD Avadai Mehta 
of Colombo, Ceylon, will be the first — 
ip that country, but will © 
have to wait until she is twenty-one be- — 
Miss Mehta has 


woman barrister 


fore she can practice. 


just passed her final examination for the 
English bar. While waiting to take up 
her profession, she will continue her law 
studies in the hope of winning an L.L. B. 
degree. 


“Lady Dies at 78 
ESSIE BULL, who recently died at 
Bembridge on the Isle of Wight at the 
age of seventy-eight, not only drove a 
cab for many years, but boasted that her 


farm up-bringing had trained her to har- 


ress, clip, groom and shoe horses. Mrs. 
Bull was known on the Isle as the vlady 
cab-driver.” 


Heads Medical’Library Association 
ARCIA C. NOYES of Baltimore is 
the, first woman president of the 
Medical. Library Association. 


Miss ‘Noyes was elected at the recent con-. 
vention of the Association’ in Chicago. — 
Miss ‘Noyes is librarian of the Medical 
‘and Chirurgical Faculty of Maryland, 
‘having been suggested for that post by 


the late Dr. William Osler. She has served 


as executive secretary of the Faculty and 


as co-editor of the bulletin of the Library 
Association. 


Equal Rights 


Prize Awarded to Girl Student 
LLE. ELISABETH SCHMIDT, a 
young French theological student 
at the University of Geneva, is the win- 
ner of the Cheneviere-Munier prize 
awarded by the faculty of the university 
for the best sermon by a student. This 
is the first time that a young woman has 
captured the prize. | 


Now She's Paid 
CCORDING to a recent Associated 
Press dispatch from Watseka, Illi- 
nois, Mrs. Iva Jones of Milford, Illinois, 
was divorced from her husband one day 


and took a job as housekeeper for him 
the next- -on a salary. 


% 


More Women Doctors Needed 
‘CCORDING to an editorial in The 
Medical and Professional Woman's 
J ournal, there are so Many opportunities 
for. women: in medicine that young women 
should. be encouraged to enter this field. 


Various questionnaires sent out have 


shown there were more positions open 
for medical women than applications and 
that advantages are many—both from a 
social and financial aspect. 
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